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law school report

Thinking
globally
Three students
travel far and wide
in new NYSBA
program

A

pioneer program of the New
York State Bar Association’s
International Law Section
put three SUNY Buffalo Law students
in legal internships across the world
this summer.
Student Michael Oliver spent the
summer in South America, and students Richard Rowley and Jennifer
Yates were in Europe – Rowley in
Prague and Yates in Vienna.
The program was initiated by
Lauren Rachlin, a member of the
international/cross border practice
group at the Buffalo office of the law
firm Hodgson Russ. “Our NYSBA is
the only bar association that has active
chapters all over the world,” says
Rachlin, who founded the International Law Section more than two
decades ago. “It occurred to me that
maybe it would be an interesting
thing for both our chapters and the
law students to make available an outbound internship program. I thought
it would be an exciting project.” He
reached out to the Law School, which

“I believe that gaining the perspective of different geographies and cultures can help you better understand and
appreciate your own life, personal and professional.”
– Jennifer Yates
was supportive, and e-mailed the
worldwide chapters. Of those that expressed interest, Guatemala, Vienna
and Prague were chosen for the initial
round of internships.
The hope is that interest will build
in international law at SUNY Buffalo
and that a student chapter of the International Law Section will be established. For Rachlin, who himself spent
a summer abroad between his junior
and senior years in college, it was also
about giving the students “an interesting experience. It’s important to open
their eyes to what’s out there. They are
working with civil law and other legal
structures, and they make lifetime
contacts besides.”
E-mail conversations with two of
the three students reveal a wide range
of experiences, both in their employment settings and in the wide world of
international travel.

J

ennifer Yates, who is entering her
final year of the Law School’s
J.D./MBA program, worked with
Graf & Pitkowitz, an internationally focused Austrian law firm that specializes in corporate law and international arbitration. Her work included
editing a publication on Austrian securities law, researching the inherent
powers of arbitral tribunals for a
forthcoming article, and comparing
the fee structures of international arbitration institutions.
The work, she says, has taught her
about the differences between civil
law and common law systems, the inner workings of Austria’s political, social and economic systems, and how
Europeans perceive the United States.
“There is a strong emphasis on the
importance of having a global mindset in today’s business world,” she says.
“I believe that gaining the perspective
of different geographies and cultures
can help you better understand and
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“In Nicaragua, I focused
more on commercial
transactions, revising
creditor and shareholder
agreements. In El
Salvador, due to the
political climate, I was
much more focused on
constitutional law.”
– Michael Oliver

appreciate your own life, personal and
professional.
“The most challenging thing so far
has been the language barrier,” Yates
says. “Everything is in German, and I
do not speak much German! However, most people speak at least some
English and are always willing to help.
I have learned enough to navigate the
law firm, the transportation system
and the restaurant/bar scene.
“The food, beer and wine are all
very good. I have made friends with
some local Viennese who have been
helpful at recommending the best traditional Austrian restaurants and
dishes. Of course, the Wiener
schnitzel is a staple here and very
yummy. Different kinds of breads,
meats and sweets are available on almost every corner, and the coffee is
not to be missed!”

M

ichael Oliver – also entering his final year of the
J.D./MBA program –
worked at offices of the Aczalaw firm
in three South American countries:
Guatemala City, Guatemala; Managua, Nicaragua; and San Salvador,
El Salvador.
“I enjoy comparative law and political science, and the opportunity to
be exposed to the legal systems of

multiple countries was a huge draw,”
Oliver says. Aczalaw mostly focuses on
commercial law and serves both regional and international clients.
“I haven’t experienced too many
days where I’m doing the same thing,”
Oliver says. “I’ve been working with
different attorneys on several issues
involving commercial transactions,
labor law, IP and constitutional law.
Each office I worked in was a little different as well. In Nicaragua, I focused
more on commercial transactions, revising creditor and shareholder agreements. In El Salvador, due to the political climate, I was much more focused
on constitutional law.” There especially, he said, he learned a lot about the
political history of El Salvador and the
underlying tensions between the political parties there.
“The insight I gained is something
I never would have been able to
achieve had I stayed in the States,” he
says. “Also, I would have never fully
understood the bureaucracy involved
in what I have always perceived as ordinary business, such as extending

credit or entering into a transactional
agreement. Seeing firsthand how involved the state agencies are in commercial activity is something I would
have never been able to grasp by staying in the States.”
He, too, has been challenged by the
language barrier – “Yo no hablo muy
bien el español,” he says wryly – but has
discovered great food: “If you like
beans, cheese, tortillas and eggs (probably in that order), then you’ll fit right
in down here. The best things I’ve had
are called pupusas. It’s a very simple
Salvadoran food – corn tortillas
stuffed with refried beans, pork, loroco (a vine flower bud) and/or cheese.
“And I’ve been doing quite a bit of
sightseeing. My favorite place is Lago
de Atitlan, Guatemala, a lake at the
base of three volcanoes. It is one of the
most beautiful places I’ve ever seen.”
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